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of the Count of Toulouse, while Anna is a special pleader
for her father Alexius, and both are more subtle politicians
than the straightforward anonymous soldier-chronicler.1
The first stress of the siege was ended by the victories of
February 9 and March 6, 1098, the establishment of com-
munication with the ships at St. Simeon's Port, and the
building of the fort Machumaria to block the Turkish exit
by the Bridge Gate. By the end of May Bohemund had
won a promise from the Council of Crusading leaders that the
city should be his if he could gain possession of it. In the
early morning of June 3, it was betrayed into his hands by
Firuz the Turkish Emir, but though Yagi Sian was slain,
the Turks still held out in the citadel, and by June 8 the
relieving army of Kerboga, Emir of Mosul, had come up and
the Crusaders found themselves transformed from besiegers
into besieged. Three trying weeks followed, a time of sick-
ness, famine, and nervous strain, when many lost heart and
escaped from the beleaguered city.2 It is now that in all the
contemporary sources the mystic element and the elements
of myth, saga, and legend become prominent, until the
psychic phenomena culminate in the finding of the
Holy Lance on June 14. The author of the Gesta retails
stories of Kerboga and his mother which are probably
echoes of camp gossip and prisoners' tales. Raymond of
Agiles fills his pages with the visions of Peter Bartholomew
and the other seers to whom the secret of the hidden Lance
was revealed, Strong in the faith of Christ's direct inter-
vention in the hour of their greatest peril, the Crusaders
met and defeated Kerboga on June 28, 1098. In this great
fight the Anonymous played his part, while his fellow
chronicler, Raymond of Agiles, bore the Holy Lance in the
1 Von Sybel, op. cit., p. 330;   Chalandon, op. ciL, p. 199 seq.;
Hagenmeyer, G. F., c. xvi and notes.
* On thefunambuli cf. c. xxiii and notes.